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It is a tremendous honor to share with you 
the work of the Marjaree Mason Center and 
the impact of your investment. This year 
was filled with changes, growth, and an 
opportunity to reassess where our services 
are needed in Fresno County. Unfortunately, 
there is no shortage of individuals and 
families affected by domestic violence in 
our community.

We know that an average of 7,000 domestic 
violence cases are reported locally each year, and countless more are unreported. As 
a result, our two safe houses (with a total of 155 beds) are constantly at capacity. MMC 
provided over 51,000 nights of safe housing last year.

Your investment in our programs and services, such as counseling, legal support 
and teaching life skills, exponentially impacts the lives of each woman, man, 
and child who comes in contact with the Marjaree Mason Center. Your 
investment meets critical needs of the more than 5,700 people we 
serve annually. I thank you for your partnership and encourage you to 
continue providing valuable feedback. This report salutes YOU, our 
dedicated staff, volunteers, and leadership team. We know that, 
together, we CAN create a community free of domestic violence.

We are humbled by and grateful for you�r generous support.

Warm regards,

N I C O L E  L I N D E R

A LETTER FROM 
THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

TRANSFORMING 
CHILDHOOD

Children often express their feelings through art. 
The picture above was a gift from a child who stayed with 

her mother and siblings at an MMC safe house.

"In my painting the ants are the staff they are 
hardworkers. The castle is the Marjaree Mason 

Center. It may not look like that from the outside, 
but the people make it a great place. I am very 

happy that there is a shelter that helps and 
supports families in need."

– Child of former client, age 12

60% of individuals who are sheltered at MMC are children. Marjaree Mason Center 
provides the services and support they need to set them up for brighter futures.



GARY OLIVER

When a longtime Clovis resident, Gary Oliver, 
heard that the Clovis safe house could lose its 
federal funding, he knew he had to do something 
to help keep its doors open. “Giving back to my 
community means everything to me,” Oliver 
said. He toured the Clovis safe house, and that 
was when he decided that offering his financial 
support was the right thing to do. 

“We all know somebody... who has 
been in an abusive situation,” Oliver 
said. “I think if we are honest about it 
instead of looking the other way…  
we can be part of the solution.” 

Oliver sought to ensure MMC had the ability to keep supporting survivors whenever 
they are ready to seek help. He believes in providing a helping hand to those who 
don’t have one at home. Oliver was able to make a significant contribution to MMC 
by transferring appreciated stock. 

Oliver wants to encourage others in our community to join him in supporting the 
work of the Marjaree Mason Center, but also to consider creative donations, such as 
stocks, IRA, real estate, planned gifts, etc. 

Even if you don’t have the monetary means to contribute to a cause, you can 
give back in other ways. “Whether it’s cutting out one trip to Starbucks a week or 
volunteering your time,” Oliver said, “the little things can add up to be big gifts.”
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2016-2017 FINANCIALS
Fiscal year was October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017

Gary Oliver with Clovis Police 
Chief, Matthew Basgall



Sarah moved to Fresno from Washington over 10 years ago with little support and 

nowhere to turn. That’s when she met Brian. “He was all I had here,” Sarah said.  

Brian was the son of a pastor who led a tight-knit congregation. Sarah soon 

became part of this community–one that would later turn their backs 

on her. 

It took years for her to realize something wasn’t right, 

but looking back, Sarah said all of the red flags were 

there. Brian wouldn’t let Sarah invite her friends over 

to their house. He restricted her to “women’s work” 

inside. The meals she cooked were never good enough. She 

had to go without essentials in order to pay the bills, but Brian always 

had money to buy alcohol. 

Isolated from friends, Sarah felt alone in her situation. She was ashamed, but decided 

to speak to her mentors in the church about her relationship. They told her every 

marriage has its problems. They told her that if she was a better wife and submitted, 

he wouldn’t react the way he did. 

Things got worse. Sarah developed two autoimmune diseases from the chronic 

stress she was under and suffered several miscarriages. When she finally became 

pregnant with their now 5-year-old son, Brian forced her to stop working. 

She felt boxed in, so she decided to walk to the Marjaree Mason Center from their 

downtown home while Brian was at work one day last summer. That was when 

everything changed. 

 “The hardest part of my situation was that I didn’t have [any physical] marks,” 

Sarah said. “It was all psychological abuse. Not having [the] validation that what was 

happening was [domestic violence] was the worst part.” But when she came to MMC, 

she was given that validation. The education she received gave her the words to voice 

what was happening–that it was real. 

With the guidance of a legal document preparer, she filed for divorce. MMC also 

provided her rental assistance through a housing program called "Welcome 

Home", and she felt safe for the first time in her own apartment. 

Though she’s still going through legal proceedings regarding custody, Sarah is 

feeling hopeful. She’s going back to school to become a paralegal and give 

back to others in similar situations. 

“I realized I am my own person and I don’t deserve 
abuse,” Sarah said. “I’m looking forward to doing 
all of the things I was told I couldn’t do.”

*Names have been changed  to preserve safety.

STORY
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IMPACT &

SHELTER

Fresno County’s rate 
of calls reporting domestic 

violence is 

63% HIGHER  
than the state average. 

17% OF ALL CLIENTS SERVED
come from the rural areas of Fresno County. 

Services were provided to 5,742 unduplicated individuals.

2,457
hotline callers.

6,779 
individual and group 

counseling sessions provided.*
*Clients may have attended 

multiple sessions.

1,853
adults received 

legal assistance.

7,000 
domestic violence calls 

to law enforcement in Fresno 
County each year.

75% of those homes include children

60% 
of sheltered clients 

are children.

155 
beds at two 

safe houses.

51,000 
nights of safe housing 

provided to women, men and 
children each year.

34 
days average stay in 
emergency housing.

99 
days average stay in 
transitional housing.

CRISIS SERVICES COUNSELING LEGAL



______________________________________________________________ 

California Office of 
Emergency Services
______________________________________________________________   

City of Fresno 
______________________________________________________________

County of Fresno

• Department of Social Services

• Probation

• Sheriff’s Department

• Superior Court

________________________________________________________________

DiBuduo & DeFendis Insurance Brokers
DLL Insurance Agency
David and Peggy Dunlap
Dutch Bros. Coffee
Foundation for Clovis Schools
G6 Hospitality LLC
The Grainger Foundation
Nigel and Jeannine Grech
Ronald Hill and Glenda C. Allen-Hill
Johanson Transportation Service
Gene and Pamela Kallsen
Deborah Ledford
Brook Lopez
Robin Lopez
Macy's / Bloomingdale's Corporate Giving
Joe and Allison Martinez
Donald May and Peggy Wright May
Dale Mendoza
Noble Credit Union
Gary S. Oliver
PG&E Campaign for the Community Employee Gifts
Patrick Ramirez and Bonnie Her
Saint Agnes Medical Center
Ken and Elaine Steitz
Sutton Hague Law Corporation
Thiesen Dueker
Trinity Fruit Sales
Union Bank of California
United Way California Capital Region
Valley Children's Healthcare
Valley Wide Beverage
Zenith Insurance Co.

___________________________________________________________________

$2,500-$4,999

Adeline E Ritchie Charitable Trust
AT&T
The Benevity Community Impact Fund - Kaiser 
Employees
Bennett Family Foundation
Mitchell and Shelley Buckley
California Health Sciences University
Central California Pistol League
Chevron

PLANNED ESTATE GIFT

John and Dorinda Sample

___________________________________________________________________

$25,000 AND ABOVE

Fansler Foundation
Isnardi Foundation
JP Lamborn Co.
Stanley and Darlene Spano

___________________________________________________________________

$10,000-$24,999

Bee Sweet Citrus
California Healthcare Foundation
CalViva Health
Campos Land Company LLC
The Center at Sierra Health Foundation
Lee and Carol Copeland
Steven and Dianne Dalich
Educational Employees Credit Union
Horizon Health and Sub-Acute
Jason and Terra Lamborn
Leon S. Peters Foundation
The Mary Kay Foundation
Derrel Ridenour
Smittcamp Family Foundation
Richard and Karen Spencer
Bonnie Tanner
The TJX Foundation
The Wonderful Company Foundation

___________________________________________________________________

$5,000-$9,999

ADT
Khaled Alkotob and Melinda Laval Alkotob
Big Valley Staffing
Burks, F.LR. & Adelaid Trust
California Gastroenterology Associates
Central California Faculty Medical Group (CCFMG)
Community Medical Centers
Jim and Amy Davis
Derco Foods International

MAJOR PUBLIC 2017 DONORS
January 1, 2017 – December 31, 2017

___________________________________________________________   

Federal Emergency 
Management Agency
______________________________________________________________   

First 5 of Fresno County
______________________________________________________________

Fresno Unified School District
______________________________________________________________

U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development
______________________________________________________________

U.S. Department of Justice
______________________________________________________________



UCSF Fresno Family Medicine
Vonda's
Ted and Michele Waldron
James and Terri Walls
Werft Family Charitable Fund
Leona M. White
Thomas Williams and Elizabeth J. Dooley
John and Lynnette Zelezny

______________________________________________________________

$500-$999
Abney Steel Erectors
Sherielyn Aguirre
Greg Anderson
Suzanne Arabian
Sally Ayer
Baker, Peterson & Franklin CPA
John and Teresa Barber
Angelia Barfield
Barthuli and Associates
Catalina Beers
Glen and Gwen Blomgren
Bob and Julia A. Brungess
Jason and Jana Bukilica
Willie and Carolyn Burns
California Bank and Trust
Charis Educational Services
Sarah Clem
Clovis First Assembly of God
Corvettes of Fresno Tahoe Tour
Gordon and Kathleen Cromwell
Andrew Cummings
Richard and Joanne Cummins
Daniel and Melinda Cunningham
James and Janis Devany
Ellery and Tsenia Ellis
Erisa Compliance Services
Exchange Club of Clovis
Exchange Club of Fresno 
Theodore and Marcia Falk
First Five County of Fresno
The Flavor Tree Fruit Company
Robert and Kelly Flippo
Fresno County Office of Education
Fresno Crime Stoppers Program
Fresno State Student Body
Fresno Sunrise Rotary Foundation
Gentile Real Estate
Lorna Gill
Linda Gleason

Todd and Sara Cook
Ralph Cross, Jr.
Der Manouel Insurance Group
Eaton and Gibson Family Fund
Eye-Q Vision Care
Fresno Clovis Convention and Visitors Bureau
Fresno Equipment Company
Gar Tootelian
Michael and Lisa Gragnani
GSF Properties Inc
In-N-Out Burger Foundation
Ray and Debbie Jacobsen
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan
Chris and Deanna Kisling
Bill and Kathleen Lynam
Gary & Barbara Marsella Family Foundation
Curtis and Kay Mason
Mason Residential Care Facility
Michael Cadillac Inc.
Premier Valley Bank
Punjabi Cultural Association of Central California
Timothy and Deborah Riordan
San Joaquin Valley College
C. Ray and Mary Lou Steele Jr.
Table Mountain Rancheria
Jonathan and Mona Taylor
United Way Fresno/Madera Counties
Wells Fargo Foundation
Jim and Julie Wood 

___________________________________________________________________

$1,000-$2,499

Dan and Teresa Adams
Aetna Foundation
Agrian
Richard and Laurie Alves
American Ambulance
ASI Counseling Services
Don and Cheryl Baker
Sandra M. Baronian
George and Desa Belya Charitable Trust
Marvin and Janell Boldt
Hal, Debora and Gracie Bolen Charitable Fund
Bonadelle Neighborhoods
Stephen and Jonelle Borcich
Borga Steel Building & Components
Brian and Kristen Boroski
Briscoe Family Foundation
Bronco Foundation
Buford Oil Company

Ian Burnett
California State University of Fresno
Camarena Health
Doug and Cher Cardwell
Carolyn Cave
Central Valley Community Bank
Central Valley Community Foundation
Devika and Jayanta Choudhury
Chukchansi Gold Casino
Clovis Police Department
The Clovis Police Foundation
John and Veronica Coelho
Leah Cole
Comprehensive Counseling Services
Ron and Jenine Cortopassi
Country Club Mortgage
County of Fresno
Darden Architects
Dayka & Hackett
Jo Ann De Koning
De Young Properties
Marcus and Amy DiBuduo
Nat and Marilyn DiBuduo
Nora Dobashi
Donaghy Sales
E. & J. Gallo Winery
EcoWater of Central California
Eye Candy / Naughty Angels 
Family Biblical Counseling & Training Center Inc
Finegan Dealer Group
Kaye Fisher
Max and Marty Flaming
Terry and Janet Fletcher
Helen Fort
Jeffrey and Jamie Francis
Fresno Amenities Day Spa
Fresno Beard and Moustache Club
The Fresno Bee
Fresno County Prosecutor's Association
Fresno District Attorney Office
Fresno Pacific University
Fresno Police Department
Fresno State University Office of the Provost and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs
Robert and Linda Glassman
Donald and Karen Gregory
Grundfos Manufacturing Corporation
Guarantee Real Estate
Donald E. Gumz
William Hahesy
James and Coke Hallowell

Maggie Harper
Sumera Hayat
Trudy Hemphill
Joe and Dovey Herzog
David and Dee Hill
Kelly and Kim Hohenbrink
Pete and Julie Holmes
Deanne Horton
Sergio and Carmen Ilic
Mike and Shelene Jackson
Jeff and Rebecca Jaech
Janna's Needle Art
Richard Johanson
John Ventresca Company
David and Tracy Jones
Randy and Kathy Keiser
Bruce and Pam Lackey
Richard and Sharon Lamb
Claude Laval
Colby and Nicole Linder
Richard and Anita Malkasian
Robert Mangano and Danielle Campagne
Lisa Massetti
Steven McGee
John and Roxanne Mendoza
Deborah Moffett
Douglas and Cynthia Myovich
North Fresno Lions Club
Peter and Rachael Orlando
Rosalinda Orozco
Pacific Service Credit Union
Palm Studio's Hair Design
Diane Phakonekham
Pamela Pollock
Promesa Behavioral Health
Resource Lenders Inc.
Julie Ridenour
Don and Maria Rogers
Ron Rodgers Painting Inc
Marcia A. Ross
San Joaquin Valley Psychological Association
Shields Avenue Church of Christ
Alan and Kathleen Shows
Jerry Radinoff and Paula Siegel
Lisa Smittcamp for District Attorney
Bill and Mary Stegall
Charlotte M. Steinert
Brett and Cheryl Sutton
T&M Hazardous Waste Management
Tri Counties Bank
Chris and Julie Tymn



Thursday, October 11, 2018
11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Fresno Convention Center

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
mmcenter.org/top-ten

Dan A. Adams 
Past President 
KFSN-TV / ABC30

Hengameh K. Akhtar, MD 
Islamic Cultural Center of Fresno

Rich Alves

Matthew Basgall 
Board President 
Clovis Police Department, Chief of Police

Cheryl Chambers 
Board Secretary 
Agrian, Inc.

Todd Cook 
Cook Land Company

Richard Cummins 
Pendant Strategic IT Consulting

Giatri Dave, MD 
Fresno Cancer Center

Jerry Dyer 
Fresno Police Department, Chief of Police

D. Casey Gray, MD 
Kaiser Permanente

Bonnie Her, MD 
Community Medical Providers

Kerri Horn 
Central Valley Community Foundation

Margaret Mims 
Fresno County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff

Doug Morgan 
Board Treasurer 
Morgan and Company

Rene Ramirez, MD 
Community Medical Centers

Mike Rolph 
Board Vice President 
 MJR Creative Group

Lisa Sondergaard Smittcamp 
District Attorney

S. Brett Sutton 
Sutton Hague Law Corporation

Michele Waldron 
Valley Children's Healthcare

Lynnette Zelezny, Ph.D. 
Previously: CSU Fresno, Provost and VP for 
Academic Affairs 
Currently: CSU Bakersfield, President

Nicole Linder   
Ex Officio                             

Marcia Ross 
Board of Directors Emeritus

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mary A. Gomez
Raye Grant
Emett Grijalva
Handson Central California
Kerry Hedrick
Hedrick's Chevrolet
Sadie Hemsath
James and Lynda Henricy
Hinds Hospice
Scott Hoedt
Horstmann Financial and Insurance
Yvonne Juarez
Jus' Jo's Country Kitchen
Brent and Gina Kane
Edward and Allison Karahadian
Knights of Columbus Clovis
Gwen Leffall
LSA of the Bahai's of Fresno County
Catherine Lumsden-Dvorak
Will and Tami Lyles
Manco Abbott
Janice Maroot
Lawrence and Jessie Mason
Kelly Mattner
Mediterranean Grill Cafe
Michael Gragnani Farms
James and Judith Miller
Jill Minar
Minority Women's Resource Center of Fresno
Doug and Barbara Morgan
Theresa Morris-Terry
Kudzi Muchaka
NACWA
Network for Good
Victoria Olmstead
Opal J Rupe Testamentary Trust

Kathryn Phillips
Pum Bum Society
Rene and Veronica Ramirez
Robert and Irene Rankin
Real Time Information Services
Reedley Lions Club
Retired Employees of Fresno County
Karen Rodzenko
Amber Schneider
John and Kristene Scholefield
Jack and Marcia Shafer
Trisha Soto
Traci Tucker
Carolyn Unruh
Theresa Urrutia
Valley Iron
Randy and Peggi Vaughn-Dotta
John and Lucianna Ventresca
Mary Viancourt
Riley and Kristine Walter
John and Leigh Walth
Wathen Castanos Peterson Homes
Steven and Kathryn Weakland
Michael and Susan Woods
Laurie Young

______________________________________________________________

MEDIA SPONSORS
ABC 30 KFSN
The Business Journal
Cumulus Media
Dumont Printing
The Fresno Bee
MJR Creative Group
ValPrint

We are grateful for your ongoing support. 
To donate, please visit mmcenter.org/partner-with-us/donate.

If your name was not on this list or is not listed accurately, please accept our apologies and 
call Charity Susnick at (559) 487-1313.

P R E S E N T E D  B Y :

P R E S E N T E D  B Y :

Keynote Speaker 
Denise Brown



1600 M Street  
Fresno, CA 93721� 
Office: 559.237.4706 
Fax: 559.237.0420 
mmcenter.org

“…THERE IS hope and THERE ARE people who care about us.”
– Domestic Violence Survivor

“It was liberating for me to know that there were actually 

places for me to go.”
– Domestic Violence Survivor

“Marjaree Mason Center saved us. If it wasn’t for you we wouldn’t be 

doing so well. You will always be a big part of our lives.”

– Domestic Violence Survivor

“ My family and I are always thinking of you. I am so thankful because at 
MMC, I got encouraged to go to Fresno State and now I’m here at this 
university. I’m impressed because I never really thought that I was going 
to be here. MMC will always be a huge part of my life.”
– Child of Domestic Violence Survivor


